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Wildlife artist reels in stamp honors 


Artist Clark L. Oster- ——- o 
gaard's pai ings of K — è 
wildlife and fish are so 
realistic that the ani 
mals seem to leap out of | 
the picture. j 


right eye since birth and 

can only guess at what |" 

Bono yon Painting of a trout will be featured 
‘correct and his artistry ON Wyoming conservation stamps. 
so finely tuned that he 

has recently won competitions for two state conservation stamps. 


The artist’s painting of a Snake River cutthroat trout will be repro- 

- duced on 500,000 1988 Wyoming conservation stamps and will appear 

on limited edition prints available through the Sullivan-Saxton Galler- 

ies in Salt Lake City. Ostergaard also won first place in the Delaware 
state conservation stamp contest this year. 


A Taylorsville resident and Pleasant Grove native, the artist is a 
dscape architect with the U.S. Forest Service. An avid camper, 
ker and hunter, the detail in his paintings is due in large measure to 
; first-hand experience with wildlife. Ostergaard also hunts with his 
era, and his color slides refresh his memory. y i 

ith fish, though, he likes to work from the real thing. Ostergaard 
es his catches and pulls them out of the freezer when he starts 
painting. “You have to work fast,” he says of the fish. “They start 
losing their natural colors practically as soon as they are caught.” 


2 B DESERET NEWS, WED. P.M./THURS. A.M., OCT. 14-15, 1987 
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PHOTOGRAPHY/ BRUCE mm | 
Clark L. Ostergaard strives tor realism in his paintings. 
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Division of Wildlife Resources 


The Rarest of The Rare 


Of 1755 
uA eek 
the potential for hatchery 
reintroductions of bonytail chub 
into the Green River near Vernal. 
Bonytail are, undoubtedly, the rarest 
of all the native fishes in the Col- 
orado River Basin and less than a 
handful have been observed in the 
wild over the last 10 years. 


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice has been successfully raising 
bonytail in a hatchery for about 
seven years in New Mexico. The 
parental stock came from Lake 
Mohave in the Lower Colorado 
Basin. The last known river area, 
where 'bonytail were fairly com- 
mon, was the Green River in Di- 
nosaur National Monument. 


Because so little is known of the 


life history and preferred habitat of 
the bonytail, or of what factors 
contributed to its near extinction 
from the river system, biologists 
are attempting a limited introduc- 
tion of hatchery-reared adult fish 
into the Green River, where they 
were once found. 


The one- to two-pound fish have 
been implanted with radio 
transmitters to track individual fish 
movements and determine use of 
specific habitats. About 70 to 80 
bonytail will be released and moni- 
tored over a two-year period. The 
data from this study will assist bi- 
ologists in determining the habitat 
requirements of the bonytail and the | 
potential for successfully returning 
this unique species to the wild. | 


Golden Eagles on 
The Upswing in 
Central Utah, 


Over the past three years DWR 
biologists in central Utah have been 
closely watching the annual nesting 
success of golden cagles. Eighty 
golden cagle nests are checked cach 
spring to determine activity and 
whether or not the young arc 
successfully raised to fledging. 

Beginning in 1986, five golden 
caglc survey routes were sct up, 
cach with 16 golden cagle nesting 
territories. The first year only 16 of 


the 80 nests were active (20 per- 
cent). Fourteen young cagles were 
fledged and flew into the wild this 


"year. 


By 1987, the success rate in- 
creased to 29 nests (36 percent) 
with 28 young cagles successfully 
fledged. This year, approximatcly 
60 percent of the nests are active 
and 83 young cagles have been | 
banded. 


Division of Wildlife Resources 
Native Fish ix 
Species of Special 


DWR nongame biologists have 
recently compiled data identifying 
indigenous Utah wildlife species 
needing special management 
consideration. A number of the 
state's more interesting and unique 
fish species have been included in 


| the list. 


When early settlers first entered 
what is now Utah, 29 native fish 
species occurred in its pristine wa- 


| ters. Today, 24 of these species are 


classified as nongame fish. An 
additional 17 species of non-native, 
nongame fish occur in the state. 
One of the native species (Utah 
Lake sculpin) is considered extinct 
and five are listed as endangered. 


These are the bonytail chub, 
Colorado squawfish, and humpback 
chub from the Colorado River 
drainage; the June sucker, found in 
Utah Lake; and the woundfin, found 
in the Virgin River. The Lahontan 
cutthroat trout, while not native, is 
listed as threatened. The Virgin 
River chub razorback sucker, least 
chub, and Virgin River spinedace 
are also considered endangered or 
threatened by DWR and are candi- 
dates for federal classification. 


Concern , 


Eight other fish species have 
been classified by the division as 
"sensitive species" (i.e. species 
which have been greatly depleted or 
which occur in limited areas and/or 
numbers: due*"to!“restricted or 
specialized habitat). These are the 
leatherside chub, Bear Lake sculpin 
roundtail chub, Colorado cutthroat 
trout, Bonneville cisco, Bonneville 
whitefish, and Bear Lake whitefish. 


¿One species (Piute sculpin) has a 


questionable status due to a lack of 
available data. 


rently "nongame" but they all re- 
quire special consideration when is- 
sues arise that may affect their wel- 
fare. Unfortunately, the status of 
nongame fishes in Utah has not 
been clearly described with the ex- 
ception of the 10 species identified 
for federal listing. This is especially 
true for native species within their 
historic habitat, which makes in- 
formed decisions difficult, 

A major objective of the 
nongame fish program over the 
next five years is to gather and map 
all existing information concerning 


ing data on those fish species where 
insufficient information exits to 
evaluate their status and distribu- 
tion. . 


Not all these species are cur- 


these species and to begin collect-. 
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lce Fishing Season 
Approaches 


Avid Utah anglers are gearing up 
for winter fishing as major waters 
across the siate begin to freeze. 

© „Popular trout waters like Bear Lake. 


= Scofield; Strawberry: and east“ 


Canyon reservoirs will offer excel- 
lent fishing through the ice from 
late December through February. 
Other popular ice fishing spots are 
Yuba and Deer Creek reservoirs for 
yellow perch, Willard Bay Reser- 
voir for crappie and Mantua Reser- 
voir for bluegill. 

Although safe ice conditions are 
«still a few days away on most wa- 
ters, now is the time for anglers to 
Prepare for this unique fishing out- 
Ang. There is a vast array of 
specialized equipment that the seri- 
ous ice angler might want to con- 
sider. A short, stiff rod designed for 


ice fishing is a good investment, as 
are an. assortment vi at'ractor-type 
ice fishing lures, 

Still, the average angler-can 
catch fish through the ice with- 
standard fishing gear and most 
natural baits, including meal 
worms, grubs, salmon eggs and 
cheese. An essential tool is a good 
ice auger or drill. Chopping or 
breaking holes through ice is diffi- 
cult and time-consuming. 

Ice fishing has grown Steadily in 
popularity since Utah went to year- 
round fishing in 1985. Winter an- 
glers are reminded to check the 
fishing proclamation for special 
winter regulations before going 
afield. And don't forget that 1989 
fishing licenses will be required 

ug 
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It's Time To 
Do Something 
.J Wild! 


Heber City Chapter 
Ducks Unlimited Banquet 


Saturday, May 20, 1989 


Dock of the Bay 
Deer Creek Island Resort 


. Choice of 
Cornish Game Hen or Halibut Dinner 


$40.00 - Couple /$30.00 - Single 


"Early Bird" special for tickets purchased by 
|| May 6. Contact Colleen Snow at 654-4779 


| 
or Bobbi Brown at 654-4579. | 
Ae gor (087 (es | 


DUCKS UNLIMITED, Inc. 


